Study Time #38

“The Exact Opposite of being of Imitator of Christ”
**** Read Ephesians 5:3-10 and pray before you begin this study.****

· Right from the beginning, Paul writes in vs.3-5 about sexual immorality.  Why would he hit on this subject so strongly right here?
· Paul also hits on covetousness, filthiness, foolish talk, and crude joking.  These are all under the category of impurity.  There is a distortion of truth and intention in each of these.  Everyday conversation can have all of these words in them, can’t they?

How are we able to combat the use of the words or attitudes?  (look in v.4)
· Why in v. 5 can people who are impure in many ways and idolaters not share in the inheritance?
- Verse 6 shows that God will bring down His justice on those who disobey Him.  Who really wants to experience God’s wrath because of their disobedience?  It would be a very scary moment.

- Verse 7 states so clearly, “Therefore, do not associate with them…”  Why would you want to be a part of that group?  What makes your actions or theirs honoring to the Lord? 

· Verses 8-10 Paul chooses to focus on God’s children are to be light.  As children of light (or God’s way) what should we focus on?  What makes this hard to do?

· Verse 10 summarizes our needed action---- DISCERN what is pleasing to the Lord.  (Go to Philippians 4:8-9 and read)

Application


How pure is your mind, heart, actions, and words?  What we see on the outside is a result of what is really inside.  Imagine that today Jesus was literally attached to you hearing your every thought, and there to hear your words.  Would you say or think some of the things that typically might seem okay or excusable to you???

